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Cuyahoga County Ohio Case File Index 

This material was donated to the Ohio Genealogical Society by the late John Grecol, Fairview 

Park, Ohio in 1999 through OGS Cleveland District trustees Dianne Young and Jean Barnes. The 

cards were produced by Cuyahoga Abstract Title and Trust Company and its successors, the last 

being LandAmerica, 1500 W Third Street, Cleveland OH. These served as an access point to 

court records for the title company and represented documents that named heirs where 

property could be transferred. The cards gave the case number so that the original papers and 

eventually the proper microfilm roll could be pulled while doing title abstract work. The cards 

contain all federal court items that affected real property from approximately 1898 to 1971, all 

probate case items (except land sales), and all divorces from 1904 to 1954.  

In addition to information provided by the donor, John Grecol, the card files were reviewed in 

October 2014 at the OGS Library by Sherry Minn who used to work for Lawyer’s Title in this file 

and who now is employed by PDG Exams, Inc., an abstract firm. The goal was to come up with 

explanations for many of the abbreviations used in the cards. Once the case type is determined, 

the researcher can then use the case number to determine the microfilm roll or original record 

location at the Cuyahoga County courthouse. Some older materials may be with the Cuyahoga 

County Archives. 

Sherry Minn notes that the cards were microfilmed by the courts at one time, but these films 

were destroyed when O’Malley was County Recorder. The OGS card file is therefore unique at 

this point. She also notes that some record types (liens) were only 5 or 6 year holds and 

therefore were not of any permanent value. When case files were filmed many of these cases 

were tossed before filming and the original document no longer exists, but the card may still be 

in the index.  

Researchers with Cuyahoga County families are generally able to find cases in this index. Most 

of the record types are indexed individually at the courthouse but many not beyond the volume 

level. This overall index, therefore, is extremely valuable to genealogists and historians. 

Locating the original case at the courthouse is easier if the researcher knows that it existed at 

one time. With record losses and rearrangement of record groups, some searches may prove 

fruitless. Mrs. Minn stated that most cases were available in the courthouse at 1 Lakeside 

Avenue when she worked there. She rarely had to go to the Cuyahoga Archives to retrieve a 

case. If the reference is to a deed or mortgage, these are now online through the Recorder’s 

Office since 1810. See https://recorder.cuyahogacounty.us/  

Because Cleveland and Cuyahoga County is such a populated area, there are many duplicate 

names. Do not assume that all case numbers on a card refer to your family member. They may 

be different people of the same name. 

https://recorder.cuyahogacounty.us/
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COLOR – Mrs. Minn said that they paid no attention to card color in the years she worked for 

the firm, but it is evident that in earlier years, each color went with a record type. For example, 

divorces always seem to be on orange cards. Mr. Grecol noted the color scheme in his notes. In 

the FamilySearch digitization process, the color will probably be lost, but the abbreviation 

noted on most cards is the key to the record type. 

NUMBER – The number is the case number. The original cases were filed by number and the 

order on the microfilm should be by this number. Mrs. Minn noted that a new numbering 

system began in 1998. 

ABBREVIATIONS – OGS spent several hours with the former employee Sherry Minn simply 

pulling cards at random. When we encountered a new abbreviation, she tried to recall the 

meaning. Some were so rarely used that she would have had to ask the meaning when she 

worked there. She couldn’t recall others and these are marked with a question mark. Because 

our study was at random, we may have missed abbreviations in this process. If something is 

uncertain, check with the courthouse employees and see if they can make suggestions.  

#’s – a number only is probably a regular Probate case 

#’s (cards with lots of numbers) – these are Common Pleas case; often some numbers are 

crossed out on these but Mrs. Minn did not know the reason. 

Adopt – usually the adopted name; sometimes the original. 

Adptr – Adoptor (the person who adopted the child) – some of these may be closed files. 

Aff – Affidavit (could be Recorder or Probate – cannot tell by number) 

Aff Ct Carbon [number] – (“carbon” was just a title company term that signified that another 

company had been in and copied a particular case; there will be no record except for the 

original case) 

Agmt – Agreement 

Agmt Arb – Agreement to Arbitrate – this is in Probate; they wanted a judge to make the 

decision in a case. 

Ali – Alias 

Ante Nuptl Agm Rec – nuptial agreement that might be in Probate court. 

Asmt PipeLn RW – Assignment of Pipeline Right of Way – often gives the village/township 

location and volume and page. A building might use this when putting in a new subdivision. 
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Asnmt or Asnt Mtg – Assignment of a mortgage (often gives volume and page) 

Attested Acct – Attested Account is in Probate; they are having an argument about something 

in the case. 

Aud S – Auditor’s Sale 

Aud Tax – Auditor’s Tax Sale – someone was not paying taxes on the property and it defaulted 

to the county and was sold by the Auditor. 

B – Bankruptcy  (see Bkcy) 

Birth Ctf Rec – someone filed a birth certificate with the court 

Bkcy – Bankruptcy (for example, the card might say “B63-1864 Tol Bkcy”. This means that the 

bankruptcy is from 1963, the number 1864 is the case number, and it comes out of the Toledo 

courts). 

C of A – Court of Appeals 

Cert Copy – a note that someone has simply ordered a copy of a case, generally for the 

Recorder. 

Cert of Dev – Certificate of Devise. They are found in the Recorder’s Office, usually a half sheet 

of paper. This was used in cases where the person really had no or little estate, and the court 

stated that all owned went to a designee. The clerk handled the estate where now it would 

have to go through Probate. 

Ch of Nm – Change of Name (Probate, but early cases were in Clerk of Courts) 

Cl Bkcy – Cleveland Bankruptcy 

Colored – race (this seems to be noted only in older cases, prior to Civil War) 

Compel Distr Judg – Distribution Judgment (the court makes a decision in a judgment) 

Comr D – Commissioner’s Deed 

Conc - ? (with an Also Known As case) 

Conf S – Confirmation of Sale – this was used in foreclosures. 

Construe – probably contesting a will 

Ct Bd – Court Bond 
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Dec Judgmt or Decl Judgmt – Declaratory Judgment (determination of heirs and court is 

declaring something) 

Decln – Declaration 

Des of Hshp – person is declared a Devise of Hardship 

Det Heirshp – Determination of Heirship (someone is deceased, and if there is a question, the 

people come into the court with their records to see if it is enough to prove that they are heirs). 

Disln of Ptnshp – Dissolution of Partnership, filed with the Recorder (now are filed just with the 

state and are online under the Ohio Secretary of State’s office). 

Dismt – dismissed 

Dissln & Recvr – Dissolution and Receivership (in Probate court; something has been dissolved, 

usually a business). 

Div – Divorce (Clerk of Courts, later cases in Probate) 

Div FMT - ? 

Ease – Easement 

Epi – perhaps stands for Epilepsy (seems to be with Insane cases) 

Est - Estate 

Est F A - ? 

Ex – Exemplified 

Exem – Exemplified copy of will 

Exemplified copy of a will (maybe someone died out of state, and there was property in 

Cuyahoga County, the court had to get a certified copy of the will and file it in Probate here) 

FA - ? 

Feeble-Minded – Insane cases (Probate, but generally are closed). 

FMY - ? 

Gdn – Guardianship 

Gdnshp Hab – Guardianship of a Habitual Drunkard 
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Gdnshp Incompt – Guardianship record of an incompetent person. There may be closure 

restrictions on some insanity and adoption cases. 

Gen Ct Bond – General Court Bond. This was in the Recorder’s Office. It was good for 5 years, so 

the file probably no longer exists. The address listed is what was put up for collateral. Someone 

might be putting up their house so that a person could get out of jail, for example. These are 

now filed as mortgages. 

Handy 16/2 – Aff. (Many names like this are for Cleveland subdivisions, and the user just has to 

be familiar with this to understand the reference. This would be a case in the Handy Subdivision 

on Map #16, page 2, and an affidavit was given.) 

Highlights – Not sure what the highlighted cases are, but suspect that these cases have been 

dismissed. (For example, the husband might have filed a divorce case, the wife might have filed 

a separate divorce case, and the court might have gone with one or come up with a new 

number dismissing the others) 

Imp – possibly stands for Improved? 

Inh Tax – Inheritance Tax (a Probate case; someone inherited something and had to pay the 

taxes) 

[Initials] – Sometimes the title office employees or court officials changed things and would 

initial and date the card. An example would be if there was a case, but the person died during 

the process and things changed or the case was dropped. 

Ins – Insane 

JL – Judgment Lien – These were good for five years so likely were not kept. State Liens were 

good for ten years. The card may be set up with an a, b, c, etc. The “a” would signify that this is 

the first lien on the property, etc.  

L - ? 

LC – Land Contract 

Ld S – Land Sale (Probate) – the person probably had no will and the court was asked for 

permission to sell the property. The first number is often the estate number; the second 

number is often the land sale number.  

Ld S (Admr) – Administrator Land Sale – someone dies and there is no will; the administrator 

wants to sell the property; these are often in the probate indexes under the administrator 

rather than the name of the deceased. 
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LeaseRE – Lease of Real Estate 

Ltd Ptnshp – Limited Partnership – might be at Recorder’s office; now with Secretary of State. 

Marr Cert – Marriage Certificate 

ML – Mechanic’s Lien (someone had work done on their property and did not pay the 

contractor) 

MN – Minor, not of the age of 21. 

MU – Municipal Court (the volume and page is often given) 

NC – no  change 

O – in front of a number (when both Probate Court and the Recorder’s Office restarted their 

numbers, they put an “O” in front of it at first, then forgot about it) 

Off Aff – Office Affidavit or Office File - This is a reference note by the title office staff and 
generally means nothing now. They would often use this if there were a property 
encroachment. 
OL – original lot 

P of A – Power of Attorney 

PPT – personal property tax 

PRem – Premises (would then give the village/township location). 

Ptshp Agmt – Partnership Agreement 

Ptnshp Rec – Partnership Record (might be at Recorder’s Office, now with Secretary of State) 

QCD – Quit Claim Deed (these should be online with the Recorder) 

Rec – Record 

Rel – release volumes (often assignments are filed here) 

Rem – Removal 

Rem of Tee Decd – Removal of a Trustee who is Deceased (Probate) 

Resub - Resubdivision 

Revivor - ? 
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S B – Sub Book 

See Court Slip (is a title company note that now leads nowhere) 

SL – Sublot 

Slip # - name of subdivision – volume and page of plat – These would be deeds and mortgages 

that refer to the Cleveland plat map ledgers. It may mean nothing now. 

SLS – Sub Lots 

Sr. – This means that the person was distinguished as Sr. Sometimes Sr. and Jr. in a family are 

on the same card. 

ST J – State Judgment Lien (often gives volume and page number; good for ten years so original 

record probably gone before filming). 

Sub Contr Lien – Subcontractor Lien – this was good for six years and may not survive; now 

called a Mechanic’s Lien. 

Tee Jr – the successor in a trusteeship. 

Teeshp – Trusteeship – this was put together to avoid taxes or sometimes was used when a 

person was declared incompetent. 

WD Rec – Warranty Deed Record 

ORDER – The title office used a phonetic system in filing, but the cards have since been 

alphabetized by surname. The title office also combined first names to some extent. For 

example, Caroline and Carrie and Carolyn would be filed together but there was a see also note 

to the “K” grouping of those names. It is debatable as to whether the alphabetical or phonetic 

indexes are easier for the user. Keep an open mind as to spelling variations. There is a key 

below to help explain the organization of first names.  
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